
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Westward Expansion & Sectionalism 
 
Unit Designers: Karin Dionne & Jacqlyn Young 
 
Level(s): 8th grade 

 
Time Span: 4-6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech    Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit: 
Students will understand the variety of ways in which our country expanded between 1783 and 1853, and 
why Americans believed that it was our “Manifest Destiny” to do so.  Students will gain an in-depth 
understanding of at least one form migration took.  Students will understand how the different regions of 
the country began to “grow apart” and how tensions began to increase between the North, South, and 
West. 
 
Content Standards/Performance 
Indicators: 
2007 Maine Learning Results – Social Studies 
 
History 
E.1.(b) - Identify and analyze major historical 
eras, major enduring themes, turning points, 
events, consequences, and people in the history 
of Maine, the United States and various regions 
of the world. 
 Economics 
C.1.(a) - Explain that economics is the study of 
how scarcity requires choices about what, how, 
for whom, and in what quantity to produce, and 
how scarcity relates to market economy, 
entrepreneurship, supply and demand, and 
personal finance.  
Geography 
D.1. - Students understand the geography of the 
community, Maine, the United States, and 
various regions of the world and the geographic 
influences on life in the past, present, and  
future.   

Common Core: Literacy in Social Studies 
 
A2. Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 
R2. Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge 
or opinions. 
 
R4.Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific 
to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
W2d Write informative/explanatory texts, including 
the narration of historical events, scientific 
procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

a. Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain 
the topic. 
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LISBON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
UNIT DESIGN OUTLINE 

 



Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire: 
Organizing Idea #1: Sectionalism 
Declarative Knowledge 
Vocabulary: 
Sectionalism 
Scarcity 
Popular sovereignty 
Property / Slaves 
Abolitionist 
Protective Tariff 
 
Ideas, People & Events: 
Nullification Crisis 
Economic factors - e.g., scarcity (supply & demand), use of resources, regional differences 
Boundary disputes 
Popular sovereignty 
States’ rights 
Missouri Compromise 
 
Procedural Knowledge 
Mapping skills 
Locating information in textbooks 
Understanding text structure 
WebQuest / Internet research skills 
 
Organizing Idea #2: 
Reasons for Westward 
Movement 
Vocabulary: 
Push & pull factors 
Migration 
Missionaries 
Cession 
Treaty 

Vigilante 
Annexation 
 
Ideas, People & Events: 
Mountain men 
‘49ers 
Missionaries 
Manifest Destiny 
Horace Greely 

James K. Polk 
Mexican Cession 
Mormons 
Oregon Trail 
Lewis and Clark 
Louisiana Purchase 
Annexation of Texas 
Gadsden Purchase 

 
How students will provide evidence of their understandings: 
(Formal and informal assessments – please be specific) 
Projects on student-selected topic (related to above ideas) 
Class discussions 
Quizzes & tests 
Constructed responses 
Visual aids / representations 
Mapping (Sections, Expansion, Routes of travel) 
 
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills: 

Knowledge  
 Students should know the basic geography of the United States. 
 Students should know that, when the United States began, there were 13 original states located on 
 the East Coast.   
 

Skills  
 Mapping 
 Taking notes from class lecture 
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 Ability to read in content area 
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Enduring Understandings: 
Humans change location for various reasons. 
Economic factors come in many different guises and can be a powerful motivator. 
There are many factors that influence relations between and among different groups of people. 
Whenever there are differing opinions on the “right way” to live, conflict ensues.  
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:  
Why do people migrate? 
Why is the “grass always greener on the other side of the fence?” 
What are some of the reasons that cultures clash? 
How did Westward Expansion escalate the debate over slavery? 
How do feelings of superiority of one group of people impact and influence historical events and/or other 
groups of people? 
How did the United States change between 1783 and 1853 (geographically, culturally, etc.)? 
 
Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand: 
(Activities, varied grouping structures, etc.) D1(R2) 
EdHelper resources (reading selections and questions) D1 (R2) 
Leveled texts E1b (R2) 
Use of historical atlas and overlay maps for the overhead. D1 (R2) (W4) 
Guided Imagery E1b, D1 (W4) 
Class Text with teacher-created Graphic Organizers E1b (R2 ) 
Lewis & Clark PBS documentary / Ken Burns E1b (R2) (W4) 
Oregon Trail (Westward expansion simulation game)  
Webquest: Http://teacherportfolio.indstate.edu/jnorris/western_expansion_webquest1.htm 
Question generating strategy 
Class discussions about controversy about slaves in western land C1a 
Formal Assessment: Growth of America E1b (R2) (W4) 
 
How technology will be used to increase student achievement: 
Oregon Trail on computers 
Videos & Documentaries 
Informational websites (www.pbs.org , www.nara.gov , www.nationalgeographic.com , 
www.prenticehall.com) 
Go West Across America with Lewis & Clark  www.nationalgeographic.com/features/97/west/main.html 
 
Instructional Resources: 
American Nation textbook and resource book 
Websites, listed above 
“Oregon Trail” video 
“Donner Party” video 
Selected readings (primary & secondary sources) 

 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 

 
Growth of America  
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